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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a packaging for unit pharmaceutical
products, comprising: a receiving element (3) having at least
one cell (7) defining an inner space (9) configured so as to
receive such a product (2) and an opening (9) to said space; an
element (10) for covering said cell, fixed to said receiving
element in the region of the opening and designed so as to be
torn or removed in order to extract said product; and a repo-
sitionable temporary closing body (22) designed such that it
occupies a determined initial position from which it can be
removed and at least one temporary closing position wherein
it is temporarily fixed by adhesion to said element around said
opening to the space of said previously opened cell; said
determined initial position being separate from said closing
position and said temporary closing body having an at least
partially pre-glued closing part (23).

16 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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PACKAGING FOR UNIT PHARMACEUTICAL
PRODUCTS

The invention relates to packaging for unit pharmaceutical
products.

The invention also relates to methods for taking at least one
unit pharmaceutical product.

Packaging for pharmaceutical products, comprising a
receiving element, also known as a blister pack, having a
number of cells that each define an internal space configured
to accommodate a pharmaceutical product, and an orifice that
opens into each internal space, is known. A covering element
is fixed to this blister pack in order to cover the cells. The
covering element, generally formed from a thin aluminum
sheet, is disposed in the region of the orifices and is config-
ured to be torn or removed in order to extract the pharmaceu-
tical product located in the cell, for example through the
action of a patient wishing to consume only a fraction of the
pharmaceutical product. The cell is then opened as a result of
the tearing or the removal of a part of the aluminum sheet
forming a membrane seal.

If the patient reintroduces the remaining fraction of the
pharmaceutical product into the cell in which it was initially
located, there is a risk that this remaining fraction will escape
from the cell and that the patient will lose it.

The invention aims to provide a packaging that solves the
problem mentioned above and which is simple, convenient
and economical.

Thus, in a first aspect, the subject of the invention is a
packaging for unit pharmaceutical products, comprising an
element for receiving at least one unit pharmaceutical prod-
uct, having at least one cell defining an internal space config-
ured to accommodate said at least one unit pharmaceutical
product and an orifice opening into said internal space; and an
element for covering said cell, said element being fixed to said
receiving element in the region of said orifice and being
configured to be torn or removed in order to extract the phar-
maceutical product disposed in said cell, said cell then being
open; characterized in that it comprises a repositionable tem-
porary closure member configured such that it has a prede-
termined initial position from which it can be withdrawn and
at least one temporary closure position in which said closure
member is temporarily fixed to said receiving element around
said orifice into which said internal space of said previously
opened cell opens; said predetermined initial position being
different than said at least one closure position, and said
temporary closure member has a closure portion at least par-
tially coated with adhesive.

By virtue of the invention, a patient who wishes to consume
only a fraction of a unit pharmaceutical product present in the
internal space of the cell has the possibility of safely keeping
the unconsumed fraction of the pharmaceutical product in the
same internal space as was initially provided for the entire
pharmaceutical product. For this purpose, it is sufficient for
the patient to introduce the unconsumed fraction of the phar-
maceutical product into the internal space of the cell, to
remove the repositionable temporary closure member from
its predetermined initial position and to reposition this tem-
porary closure member in its temporary closure position, in
other words facing this same cell and this same fraction of
unconsumed pharmaceutical product, around the orifice.

The temporary closure member forms a temporary mem-
brane seal disposed in the place of another initial membrane
seal formed by the covering element.

The packaging according to the invention thus has a secure
structure which is simple and convenient, both in terms of
design and in terms of use.
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According to preferred, simple, convenient and economi-
cal characteristics of the packaging according to the inven-
tion:

said closure portion is provided with at least one zone

coated with adhesive and at least one zone not coated
with adhesive;

said zone coated with adhesive has an annular shape and

said zone not coated with adhesive has a rectangular
shape;

said zone not coated with adhesive is central over the

closure portion;

said zone coated with adhesive surrounds said zone not

coated with adhesive;
said zone coated with adhesive has the shape of a rectan-
gular ring having a width in the range [10 mm; 25 mm],
a length in the range [20 mm; 35 mm] and a thickness in
the range [1 mm; 10 mm];

said zone not coated with adhesive has a width in the range
[5 mm; 20 mm] and a length in the range [10 mm; 30
mm];

said zone coated with adhesive and said zone not coated
with adhesive are configured such that the area of the
zone coated with adhesive represents about 25% to
about 75% of the area of the closure portion;

said packaging comprises an inserted protective sheet cov-

ering said zone not coated with adhesive in said prede-
termined initial position of said closure member;

said temporary closure member comprises a gripping por-

tion protruding from the closure portion;

said gripping portion is not coated with adhesive;

said gripping portion has a width in the range [2 mm; 10

mm] and a length in the range [5 mm; 20 mm];

the portion coated with adhesive is provided with a food-

grade adhesive;

said temporary closure member is disposed on said ele-

ment for receiving at least one pharmaceutical product
when said temporary closure member is in its predeter-
mined initial position; and

said packaging comprises a box intended to accommodate

said element for receiving at least one pharmaceutical
product, said temporary closure member being disposed
on said box when said temporary closure member is in
its predetermined initial position.

In a second aspect, the subject of the invention is also a
method for taking at least one unit pharmaceutical product as
described above which is disposed in the internal space of a
cell of a receiving element of a packaging, comprising the
following steps of:

extracting said at least one unit pharmaceutical product

from said receiving element by tearing or removing a
covering element fixed to said receiving element in the
region of an orifice into which said internal space of said
cell opens, the cell then being open;

dividing said unit pharmaceutical product into a number of

fractions, with at least one fraction being intended to be
taken and at least one other fraction being intended to be
kept;

placing said fraction to be kept back into said previously

opened cell;

removing a repositionable temporary closure member of

said packaging from its predetermined initial position;
and

repositioning said repositionable temporary closure mem-

ber in its temporary closure position in which said clo-
sure member is temporarily fixed to said receiving ele-
ment around said orifice into which said internal space
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of said previously opened cell opens; said closure posi-
tion being different than said predetermined initial posi-
tion.

The method according to the invention is particularly
simple and convenient to implement.

The exposition of the invention will now be continued with
the description of an exemplary embodiment, given below in
an illustrative and nonlimiting manner, with reference to the
appended drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 schematically shows a perspective view of a pack-
aging in accordance with the invention, comprising a box
from which an element for receiving at least one pharmaceu-
tical product has been partially removed and on which a
repositionable temporary closure member is disposed;

FIG. 2 schematically shows a perspective view of a user in
the course of repositioning the temporary closure member
from FIG. 1 on said receiving element of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view similar to that of FIG. 1 except that the
temporary closure member is positioned on the receiving
element;

FIG. 4 schematically shows the temporary closure member
of FIGS. 1 to 3 in isolation;

FIG. 5 schematically shows a perspective view of a pack-
aging in accordance with a second embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a similar view to that of FIG. 5 but for a variant
embodiment of the closure member;

FIG. 7 schematically shows a partial view ofa packaging in
accordance with a third embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 8 schematically shows the temporary closure member
of FIG. 7 in isolation.

FIG. 1 illustrates a packaging 1 for unit pharmaceutical
products 2 (shown by way of dashed lines) in a blister pack 3,
which is suitable for insertion into and withdrawal from a box
4 forming this package 1.

The unit pharmaceutical products 2 are generally in the
form of gel capsules, tablets or granules.

These unit pharmaceutical products 3 can be divided into a
number of fractions.

These pharmaceutical products 2 are packaged into the
blister pack 3 which forms a receiving element and which
comprises a plastics base 5 having protuberances 6 which
each form a cell 7 defining an internal space 8 configured to
accommodate a pharmaceutical product 2.

The internal space 8 of each cell 7 opens into an orifice 9.

Each cell 7 has in this case an oblong contour and a dish-
shaped base.

The blister pack 3 comprises a covering element 10 formed
by a film, which in this case is metal, for example made of
aluminum, covering the bottom of the base 5, that is to say
being disposed in the region of the orifices 9 in order to close
each cell 7 in order to keep the pharmaceutical products 2
inside these cells 7.

Thus, the metal film forms a plurality of membrane seals in
each case for one cell 7.

This metal film is sufficiently thin for easy extraction of
each unit pharmaceutical product 2 by tearing this film under
the action of an external force for extraction of the unit phar-
maceutical product 2.

The box 4 has an enclosure 11 formed by an upper face 12,
a lower face 13 opposite to the upper face 12, a front face 14
and a bottom face 15 opposite to the front face 14.

The upper face 12 is opposite the lower face 13 in a sub-
stantially parallel manner and the front face 14 is likewise
opposite the bottom face 15 in a substantially parallel manner.

This box 4 also has a first flap 16 for opening/closing this
box 4 and a second flap 17 for opening/closing this box 4.
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These first and second flaps 16 and 17, in a closed configu-
ration, close off the space delimited inside the box 4 by the
enclosure 11, with this space being partially occupied by
pharmaceutical products 2 in a blister pack 3 and by instruc-
tions for use (not shown).

The first and second flaps 16 and 17 are hinged to the lower
face 13 by a respective edge.

In their closed configuration, the first and second flaps 16
and 17 are thus arranged opposite one another, in an approxi-
mately parallel manner.

In FIGS. 1 and 3, the flap 17 is in its closed configuration
while the flap 16 is in an open configuration.

This flap 16 has a side wall 18 attached by a first end to the
lower face 13 and a tab portion 19 attached by one end to a
second end of the side wall 18, said second end of the wall 18
being opposite to the first end of this wall 18.

The tab portion 19 is suitable for insertion into the interior
space of the box 4 when the flap 16 is in its closed configu-
ration.

This box 4 is produced from cardboard material and is
formed in one piece by being cut out of a cardboard blank.

This box 4 furthermore has, on its upper face 12, a first zone
intended to receive a self-adhesive sticker 20 on which
administrative information is given which is useful for
example for reimbursement for the pharmaceutical products
2 included in the box 4.

This box 4 has a repositionable temporary closure member
22, in this case in the form of a label disposed by adhesion on
a second zone of the upper face 12 of the box 4.

InFIG. 1, the repositionable temporary closure member 22
is in a predetermined initial position from which it can be
removed by unsticking.

This temporary closure member 22, also called label, has a
closure portion 23 and a gripping portion 24 protruding from
the closure portion 23.

FIG. 3 is similar to FIG. 1, except that the closure member
22 is repositioned on the blister pack 3 in the region of an
orifice 9 of a previously opened cell 7.

This closure member 22 thus forms a membrane seal that
seals this orifice 9.

The closure member 22 is thus in a temporary closure
position which is different than the predetermined initial
position illustrated in FIG. 1.

The steps to be carried out for transferring the closure
member 22 from its predetermined initial position (FIG. 1) to
its temporary closure position (FIG. 3) will be shown in detail
below.

The closure member 22 will now be described in detail
with reference to FIG. 4.

The closure portion 23 of this member 22 has a zone 25
coated with adhesive and a zone 26 not coated with adhesive.

The zone 25 coated with adhesive has in this case a rect-
angular annular shape (the corners of which are rounded) and
the zone 26 not coated with adhesive has in this case a rect-
angular shape (the corners of which are also rounded) located
centrally in the closure portion 23.

The zone 25 coated with adhesive surrounds the zone 26
not coated with adhesive.

The zone 25 coated with adhesive has a first side 30, a
second side 31 opposite to the first side 30, a third side 32 and
a fourth side 33 opposite to the third side 32.

The zone 25 coated with adhesive is provided with a food-
grade adhesive.

The zone 26 not coated with adhesive has a first side 35, a
second side 36 opposite to the first side 35, a third side 37 and
a fourth side 38 opposite to the third side 37.
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The zone 26 not coated with adhesive is intended to be
disposed opposite the orifice 9 of a previously opened cell 7 of
the blister pack 3 when a patient positions the closure member
22 in its temporary closure position.

The zone 25 coated with adhesive and the zone 26 not
coated with adhesive each have an external contour having
the same general shape.

The external contour of the zone 26 not coated with adhe-
sive coincides with the internal contour of the zone 25 coated
with adhesive.

Thus, the first sides 30 and 35, respectively, of the zone 25
coated with adhesive and the zone 26 not coated with adhe-
sive are disposed opposite one another, the second sides 31
and 36, respectively, of the zone 25 coated with adhesive and
the zone 26 not coated with adhesive are disposed opposite
one another, the third sides 32 and 37, respectively, of the
zone 25 coated with adhesive and the zone 26 not coated with
adhesive are disposed opposite one another and the fourth
sides 33 and 38, respectively, of the zone 25 coated with
adhesive and the zone 26 not coated with adhesive are dis-
posed opposite one another.

Inthe example illustrated, the zone 25 coated with adhesive
has a width al approximately equal to 14 mm, a length bl
approximately equal to 23 mm, a first thickness el (along its
length b1) approximately equal to 3 mm and a second thick-
ness f1 (along its width al) approximately equal to 5 mm.

The zone 26 not coated with adhesive has a width cl
approximately equal to 8 mm and a length d1 approximately
equal to 13 mm.

Thus, the zone 25 coated with adhesive extends over an
area that represents about 32% of the area of the closure
portion 23.

The gripping portion 24 extends in a manner protruding
from the second side 31 of the zone 25, coated with adhesive,
of the closure portion 23.

This gripping portion 24 is not coated with adhesive.

The gripping portion 24 has in this case an approximately
rectangular shape (two free corners of which are rounded) and
is not coated with adhesive.

In the example illustrated, the gripping portion 24 has a
width hl approximately equal to 8 mm, like the width c1 of
the zone 26 not coated with adhesive, and a length g1 approxi-
mately equal to 4 mm.

The closure member 22 thus has an overall length i1
approximately equal to 27 mm and a width corresponding to
the width al of the zone 25 coated with adhesive, which is
approximately equal to 14 mm.

The steps for repositioning the closure member 22 from its
predetermined initial position into its temporary closure posi-
tion will now be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3.

When the patient only desires to take a fraction of the unit
pharmaceutical product 2, he removes the blister pack 3 from
the box 4, presses on a protuberance 6 in order to push the unit
pharmaceutical product 2 against the portion of the metal film
10 in the region of the orifice 2 until this portion of metal film
10 tears and extracts the unit pharmaceutical product 2.

The patient then breaks the unit pharmaceutical product 2
into a number of fractions, at least one of which is intended to
be kept and the other of which is intended to be consumed.

The patient reintroduces the unconsumed fraction of the
pharmaceutical product 2 into the internal space 8 of the
previously opened cell 7.

In this configuration, the unconsumed fraction of the
divided pharmaceutical product 2 is free to escape from this
cell 7.
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The patient takes hold of the gripping portion 24 of the
closure member 22 and unsticks the closure portion 23 of this
closure member 22 from the upper face 12 of the box 4.

The closure member 22 is then removed from its predeter-
mined initial position.

Next, the patient repositions the closure member 22 on the
bottom of the base 5 of the blister pack 3 in the region of the
orifice 9 of the previously opened cell, in which the uncon-
sumed fraction of the divided pharmaceutical product 2 is
disposed (FIG. 2), in order to close the internal space 8 of this
cell 7 again.

The closure element 22 is then in a temporary closure
position on the blister pack 3.

In this temporary closure position, the closure member 22
is fixed to the blister pack 3 by adhesion.

This closure member 22 is disposed such that it completely
covers the orifice 9 of the cell 7, in order to prevent the
remaining fraction of the pharmaceutical product 2 from
escaping.

The closure member 22 is disposed approximately in the
same direction as the longitudinal direction of the cell 7, in
this case at an angle with respect to the longitudinal edges of
the base 5 of the blister pack 3.

The patient can then reintroduce the blister pack 3 into the
box 4 with the remaining fraction of the pharmaceutical prod-
uct 2 which is kept safe.

Of course, the patient can then unstick the temporary clo-
sure member 22 again in order to take the remaining fraction
of the pharmaceutical product 2 and can reposition the tem-
porary closure member 22 on the box 4 by adhesion or put it
back in its temporary closure position, as desired.

In addition, the patient can unstick this closure member 22
once again if he is taking only a fraction of another unit
pharmaceutical product, and secure the remaining fraction by
repositioning the closure member 22 opposite the new opened
cell.

These steps can be repeated a number of times.

FIG. 5 illustrates a packaging similar to the packaging in
FIGS. 1 to 3, except that the closure member 22 (which is
identical to the closure member in FIGS. 1 to 4) is in a
different predetermined initial position than the predeter-
mined initial position of the closure member in FIGS. 1 to 4.

The top of the base 5 of the blister pack 3 can be seen in
FIG. 5.

The closure member 22 is shown by way of dashed lines
since it is located on the bottom of the base 5 of the blister
pack 3.

The closure member 22 is shown in two positions, the one,
central position corresponding to its predetermined initial
position in which it does not cover an orifice 9, and the other,
lateral position corresponding to its temporary closure posi-
tion in which it covers an orifice 9.

Inits predetermined initial position, the closure member 22
is located directly on the blister pack 3, unlike in FIGS.1t0 3,
where the closure member 22 is located, in its predetermined
initial position, on the box 4.

The blister pack 3 in FIG. 5 has a central zone suitable for
receiving the closure member 22 without the latter inhibiting
the extraction of one of the unit pharmaceutical products 2
located in the cells 7 of the blister pack 3.

The closure member 22 is disposed by adhesion on the
blister pack 3 by way of its zone 25, coated with adhesive,
located on the closure portion 23.

This closure member 22 also has a protruding gripping
portion 24 for moving it from its predetermined initial posi-
tion on the blister pack 3 into the temporary closure position
shown in this same FIG. 5.
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In this temporary closure position, the closure member 22
is disposed differently compared with FIGS. 2 and 3, since its
long sides are approximately parallel to the longitudinal
edges of the blister pack 3. The closure member 22 is thus not
disposed at an angle.

The remaining fraction of the pharmaceutical product 2 is
located opposite the zone 26, not coated with adhesive, of the
closure member 22 and this closure member 22 completely
covers the orifice 9 of the cell 7 in which the remaining
fraction of the pharmaceutical product 2 is located.

FIG. 6 illustrates a closure member 122 according to a
variant embodiment of the closure member 22 from FIGS. 1
to 5.

Generally, the same references have been used for similar
elements, but raised by 100.

The closure member 122 differs from the closure member
22 only by way of its dimensions.

Specifically, the closure member 122 comprises a closure
portion 123 provided with a zone 125 coated with adhesive
and a zone 126 not coated with adhesive; and a gripping
portion 124 protruding from the closure portion 123.

The zone 125 coated with adhesive has a width a2 approxi-
mately equal to 21 mm and a constant thickness e2 along its
periphery approximately equal to 4 mm.

The zone 126 not coated with adhesive has a width c2
approximately equal to 13 mm and a length d2 approximately
equal to 18 mm.

The gripping portion 124 has a length g2 approximately
equal to 4 mm and a width h2 approximately equal to 10 mm.

The closure member 122 thus has an overall length 12
approximately equal to 30 mm and an overall width equal to
the width a2 of the zone 125 coated with adhesive, which is
approximately equal to 21 mm.

The area of the zone 125 coated with adhesive thus repre-
sents about 43% of the area of the closure portion 123.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a third embodiment of the packag-
ing.

Generally, the same references as those used for the pack-
aging 1 in FIGS. 1 to 4 have been used for similar elements,
but raised by 200.

FIG. 7 illustrates a packaging 201 comprising a box 204, a
temporary closure member 222 (shown in detail in FIG. 8)
and a blister pack (not shown) comprising a plurality of unit
pharmaceutical products (not shown).

The box 204 and the blister pack in FIG. 7 are identical to
the box 4 and the blister pack 3 in FIGS. 1 to 4.

The closure member 222 in FIGS. 7 and 8 is also identical
to the closure member 22 in FIGS. 1 to 4, except that an
inserted protective sheet 245 is interposed between this clo-
sure member 222 and the upper face 212 of the box 204 in the
predetermined initial position of the member 222.

This inserted protective sheet 245 has larger dimensions
than the dimensions of the zone 226, not coated with adhe-
sive, (shown by way of dashed lines in FIG. 8) of the closure
portion 223 of the member 222.

Thus, the peripheral edge of this sheet 245 is disposed by
adhesion on the zone 225, coated with adhesive, of the closure
portion 223 of the member 222, such that this sheet 245
covers the zone 226 not coated with adhesive and isolates the
latter from impurities which could be present on the box 204.

When the patient unsticks the closure member 222 by
pulling on the gripping portion 224, the inserted protective
sheet 245 remains attached to the zone 225 coated with adhe-
sive.

The patient thus has to remove this inserted sheet 245
before repositioning the closure member 222 on the blister
pack in a position closing a previously opened cell.
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Thus, the zone 226 not coated with adhesive, which is in the
region of the orifice of the previously opened cell, is clean.

In variants which are not illustrated:

the repositionable temporary closure member has much
greater dimensions, for example close to those of the
blister pack;

the repositionable temporary closure member has a zone
coated with adhesive which has a width in the range [ 10
mm; 25 mm], a length in the range [20 mm; 35 mm], a
thickness in the range [ 1 mm; 10 mm]; and/or a zone not
coated with adhesive which has a width in the range [5
mm; 20 mm] and a length in the range [10 mm; 30 mm];
and/or a gripping portion which has a width in the range
[2 mm; 10 mm] and a length in the range [S mm; 20 mm];

the zone coated with adhesive has a semi-annular shape
rather than annular shape and the zone coated with adhe-
sive only partially surrounds the zone not coated with
adhesive;

the zone coated with adhesive of the closure member has an
area which represents about 25% to about 75% of the
area of the closure portion of the closure member;

the repositionable temporary closure member is com-
pletely coated with adhesive;

the closure portion of the closure member is completely
coated with adhesive and the gripping portion is not
coated with adhesive;

the zone coated with adhesive of the closure member com-
prises a non-food-grade adhesive;

the closure member, in its predetermined initial position, is
located neither on the upper face of the box nor on the
packaging but rather on the lower face of the box or on a
set of instructions for use giving in particular the dosage
associated with the pharmaceutical products in the pack-
aging, or else on a support sheet inserted freely into the
box or stuck (such that it can be unstuck) in the box;

one face of the inserted sheet is adhesively bonded to the
box in the region of the zone for receiving the closure
member such that the zone of the latter that is not coated
with adhesive is opposite the sheet in its predetermined
initial position; and the sheet remains on the box when
the patient removes the closure member from its prede-
termined initial position;

the two faces of the inserted sheet are coated with adhesive
and this sheet has dimensions equal to or larger than
those of the zone not coated with adhesive of the closure
portion;

the closure member has a different shape from the closure
members 22 and 122 described in FIGS. 1 to 6, for
example a circular shape or a lozenge shape;

the packaging comprises a number of repositionable tem-
porary closure members; and

the blister pack does not comprise a plastics base and an
aluminum film, but is rather produced entirely from a
metal material, for example from aluminum, or from
plastics material.

It will be noted more generally that the invention is not

limited to the examples described and shown.

The invention claimed is:

1. A packaging for unit pharmaceutical products which can
be divided into a number of fractions, with at least one frac-
tion being intended to be taken and at least one other fraction
being intended to be maintained in said packaging, compris-
ing:

a receiving element for receiving a plurality of unit phar-

maceutical products, said element having a plurality of
cells, each cell defining both an internal space config-
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ured to accommodate one of said unit pharmaceutical
products and an orifice opening into said internal space;

a covering element fixed to said receiving element for

covering each of said cells, at least a portion of said
covering element being configured to be permanently
torn or permanently removed in the region of one of said
orifices to extract said unit pharmaceutical product dis-
posed in said cell defining said orifice, thereby opening
said cell; and

a repositionable temporary closure member having a pre-

determined initial position, at which position the repo-
sitionable temporary closure member is located on the
packaging and distanced from all the cells and the ori-
fices associated with the cells, such that the reposition-
able temporary closure member does not inhibit the
extraction of the unit pharmaceutical products located in
said cells;

the repositionable temporary closure member being con-

figured to be removed from said predetermined initial
position and to be placed in a temporary closure position
when a unit pharmaceutical product is extracted from
one of said cells by opening said cell and is divided into
a number of fractions and when at least one fraction is
placed back in said previously opened cell, wherein,
when at the temporary closure position, said reposition-
able temporary closure member is temporarily fixed by
adhering to said receiving element around said orifice
into which said internal space of said previously opened
cell opens;

wherein said repositionable temporary closure member is

distinct from said receiving element and said receiving
element; said predetermined initial position is different
than said temporary closure position; and said reposi-
tionable temporary closure member has a closure por-
tion at least partially coated with adhesive.

2. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
closure portion is provided with at least one zone coated with
adhesive and at least one zone not coated with adhesive.

3. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
coated with adhesive has an annular shape and said zone not
coated with adhesive has a rectangular shape.

4. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
not coated with adhesive is central over the closure portion.

5. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
coated with adhesive at least partially surrounds said zone not
coated with adhesive.

6. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
coated with adhesive has a width in the range of 10 mm to 25
mm, a length in the range of 20 mm to 35 mm and a thickness
in the range of 1 mm to 10 mm.

7. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
not coated with adhesive has a width in the range of 5 mm to
20 mm and a length in the range of 10 mm to 30 mm.

8. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein said zone
coated with adhesive and said zone not coated with adhesive
are configured such that the area of the zone coated with
adhesive represents about 25% to about 75% of the area of the
closure portion.

9. The packaging as claimed in claim 2, wherein it com-
prises an inserted protective sheet covering said zone not
coated with adhesive in said predetermined initial position of
said closure member.

10. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
temporary closure member comprises a gripping portion pro-
truding from the closure portion.
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11. The packaging as claimed in claim 10, wherein said
gripping portion is not coated with adhesive.

12. The packaging as claimed in claim 10, wherein said
gripping portion has a width in the range of 2 mm to 10 mm
and a length in the range of 5 mm to 20 mm.

13. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
portion coated with adhesive is provided with a food-grade
adhesive.

14. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
temporary closure member is disposed on said element for
receiving at least one pharmaceutical product when said tem-
porary closure member is in its predetermined initial position.

15. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein it com-
prises a box intended to accommodate said element for
receiving at least one pharmaceutical product, said temporary
closure member being disposed on said box when said tem-
porary closure member is in its predetermined initial position.

16. A method for taking at least one unit pharmaceutical
product which is disposed in the internal space of a cell of a
receiving element of a packaging for unit pharmaceutical
products, the packaging comprising:

an element for receiving at least one unit pharmaceutical

product, said element having at least one cell defining an
internal space configured to accommodate said at least
one unit pharmaceutical product and an orifice opening
into said internal space;

an element for covering said cell, said element being fixed

to said receiving element in the region of said orifice and
being configured to be torn or removed to extract said
pharmaceutical product disposed in said cell, thereby
opening said cell; and

a repositionable temporary closure member, wherein the

repositionable temporary closure member is configured
such that the repositionable temporary closure member
has a predetermined initial position from which the
repositionable temporary closure member can be with-
drawn and at least one temporary closure position in
which said closure member is temporarily fixed by
adhering to said receiving element around said orifice
into which said internal space of said previously opened
cell opens;

wherein said predetermined initial position is different

than said at least one closure position; and said tempo-
rary closure member has a closure portion at least par-
tially coated with adhesive,

the method comprising the following steps of:

extracting said at least one unit pharmaceutical product
from said receiving element by tearing or removing a
covering element fixed to said receiving element in
the region of an orifice into which said internal space
of said cell opens, the cell then being open;

dividing said unit pharmaceutical product into a number
of fractions, with at least one fraction being intended
to be taken and at least one other fraction being
intended to be kept;

placing said fraction to be kept back into said previously
opened cell;

removing a repositionable temporary closure member of
said packaging, having a closure portion at least par-
tially coated with adhesive, from its predetermined
initial position; and

repositioning said repositionable temporary closure
member in its temporary closure position in which
said closure member is temporarily fixed by adhering
to said receiving element around said orifice into
which said internal space of said previously opened
cell opens; said closure position being different than
said predetermined initial position.

#* #* #* #* #*



